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The Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) celebrates the legacy of Mr. John W.
Baird (1915-2013), who served on our Board of Governors for 60 years and who
dedicated his career and civic engagement to the same goal that has driven MPC
since our founding in 1934: creating better opportunities for everyone in our region
by promoting policies and development that make Chicago more equitable, sustain-
able and prosperous.

Our 2014 work plan focuses on four ingredients of a successful region:
Strong economy—page 2
Quality housing and transportation—page 4
Well-managed natural assets—page 6
Vibrant neighborhoods—page 8

Regional impact: A look back at 2013—page 10



Reinventing the region

For one week in August 2013, Chicago Union Station’s Great Hall
welcomed an unusual visitor: An indoor green complete with a
hammock, tetherball, lawn games and picnic tables beckoned
commuters and tourists alike to linger awhile in the iconic building.
Thanks to MPC’s Activate Union Station Placemaking contest, a place
more accustomed to the sporadic hustle and bustle of commuters was
suddenly a hub of community activity.

For the past five years, MPC’s annual Placemaking contest has pushed
residents in Chicago and across the region to reevaluate their vacant or
underused spaces. Placemaking is a simple way for community members
to reclaim these places with creative, heartfelt solutions like parks,
gardens or art projects. In other words, Placemaking empowers people
to reinvent the forgotten or abandoned corners of our neighborhoods.

A landmark since its completion in 1925, the Union Station we know
today is itself a reinvention. It was built to replace an insufficient struc-
ture as Chicago grew and rail traffic expanded exponentially. Now, MPC
and our allies understand that it is time—past time, really—to dramati-
cally remake this space once again.

At MPC, we recognize that our tri-state region must constantly reinvent itself to remain not only relevant
and economically viable, but also responsive to the millions of people who call it home. We will continue our
80-year tradition of working with and learning from community, government and business leaders who strive

every day to make cities and regions everywhere the best that they can be.

Every region faces challenges. But how we react—how we collaborate, how we unleash innovation—deter-
mines our future. Solutions will not come easily, but they are there for our region if we can balance short-
term needs with long-term sustainability, connect key assets efficiently and forge strong, lasting partnerships.

By recognizing the fundamental importance of a strong economy, quality housing and transportation, well-
managed natural assets and vibrant neighborhoods, regions like ours can begin prioritizing and solving the
most pressing issues of tomorrow, today. On the following pages, MPC proposes practical, progressive ideas
for a stronger, more resilient region. We welcome your feedback and invite you to partner with us to put the

ideas in our 2014 Plan for Prosperity to work reinventing our region.

Sincerely,

President
Metropolitan Planning Council
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exceptional place to live and work.

Non-traditional funding

Given the scarcity of public funds available to make
even the most essential planned infrastructure
investments, governments across the country have
begun to tap alternative financing tools. MPC is
helping Chicago-area decision makers rethink how to
modernize infrastructure, deploy new financing tools
and stay committed to priority investments that will
attract investors and grow our economy.

For example, World Business Chicago tapped MPC
to examine the redevelopment of Chicago Union
Station, which sees enough daily passenger traffic
that it would rank among the 10 busiest airports

in the nation. MPC’s analysis indicates that public-
private partnerships and value capture—a method
of borrowing for public investment against future
increases in land value—can leverage the funds
needed to transform the station into a vibrant
destination, a catalyst for regional economic growth
and an asset to the entire Midwest. This type of
innovative financing has been successful in cities like
Denver, which renovated its Union Station by lever-
aging future property tax growth with low-interest
federal loans, generating an economic return of $3
billion and 20,000 long-term jobs.
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Strong economy

To create good jobs and nurture a
recovering economy, we must make
smart investments that connect our
region’s assets. By strategically expanding
infrastructure that meets or exceeds performance
measures and generates the greatest benefits, the Chicago
metropolitan area can continuously unlock its potential as an

Chicago Union Station at capacity—
and getting busier

2012 120,000 passengers per day
2040 168,000 (estimate)

Weekday arriving and departing passengers.
Source: Chicago Union Station Master Plan Study

“Amtrak has welcomed MPC’s interest in
Chicago Union Station. Their Activate
Union Station contest in 2013 opened lots

of eyes to the station’s role as an important
civic asset, and we look forward to working as
partners to find the funding necessary to open
up the station and accommodate our growing
ridership.”

Ray Lang

Chief, State
Government Relations
Amtrak

Performance-driven spending

Aligning transportation funding policies with performance measures will ensure our
region stays on track with comprehensive growth plans, including the Chicago Metro-
politan Agency for Planning’s (CMAP) GO TO 2040 and World Business Chicago’s Plan for
Economic Growth and Jobs. Locally, MPC is promoting increased coordination between IIl.
Dept. of Transportation (IDOT) funding and GO TO 2040. Federally, MPC is working with
counterparts across the country to make the case to include performance measures in the
next transportation reauthorization.

To better match funding for water quality and supply concerns with regional needs, MPC
is engaging the lll. Environmental Protection Agency and Ill. Finance Authority in rethinking
how to make the best use of several revenue sources, including the State Revolving Loan
Fund, Clean Water Initiative and Ill. Green Infrastructure Grant.

Government efficiency

With more units of local government than any other state—some 7,000—lllinois can
become far more efficient and attractive to investors through thoughtful consolidation,
collaboration and restructuring. Inspired by promising efforts, such as DuPage County’s
Accountability, Consolidation, Transparency (ACT) initiative, and by listening to the experi-
ence of stakeholders, MPC is developing a roadmap for improved government efficiency in
the Chicago region and beyond.
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Housing and transportation are
inextricably linked; where we live affects
how we get around, and vice versa. By
helping local leaders improve options for
people today and plan ahead for the needs of
tomorrow, MPC is staying true to what our founders set out
to do 80 years ago: shape a more livable Chicagoland.

Connecting jobs, transit and housing

An extensive transportation network is an incredible regional asset; surrounded by residential and commercial
development, it is even more effective. Transit-oriented development (TOD) fosters walkable communities,
reduces traffic congestion, lowers transportation costs for families by 16 percent and increases nearby resi-
dential property values by up to 30 percent. Yet the supply of housing and retail near transit isn't keeping up
with demand, and some parts of our region have none at all.

To attract investors interested in building TOD in suburban Cook County, MPC is supporting Enterprise
Community Partners and IFF to activate the Southland Community Development Loan Fund and West Cook
County Loan Fund. In Chicago, MPC is committed to the City’s strategy to leverage public and private dollars
to support walkable and mixed-income development in transit-dense areas, in particular along new bus rapid
transit (BRT) corridors. Along with key partners, MPC is helping communities maximize TOD investments,
proposing amendments to the recent City of Chicago TOD ordinance to further encourage equitable devel-
opment near transit, including the first phase of the city's BRT network. Our interactive mapping tool allows
communities and developers to visualize and plan residential and retail growth along the planned Ashland
Avenue BRT corridor.

Commute options

From 2010 to 2013, MPC's Commute Options pilot worked with 16 regional employers to offer incentives

to entice their employees away from driving alone and toward more sustainable commuting modes. The
pilot results demonstrated both the need for a Transportation Demand Management strategy in the Chicago
metropolitan area and the willingness to embrace a coordinated regional effort. In 2014, MPC is transitioning
the initiative to a permanent home, so that everyone in the region can have the resources they need to make
informed, sustainable transportation decisions.

REINVENTING THE REGION

My

Quality housing and transportation

€€ ) t's very different from
where | came from... |

feel very comfortable and safe

here. | couldn’t have done

it without the help of the

program.”

Angela Nash

Regional Housing Initiative
voucher portability pilot
participant

Opening up housing opportunities

The Regional Housing Initiative (RHI) is a first-ever collaboration
between eight public housing authorities, Illinois Housing Develop-
ment Authority and MPC that pools resources to support developers
building or renovating quality affordable homes near transit, jobs and
good schools. Born out of RHI and in partnership with the U.S. Dept.
of Housing and Urban Development, MPC’s three-year voucher porta-
bility pilot encourages low-income families to relocate to these types
of communities through moving assistance and financial incentives.
MPC is analyzing both RHI and the voucher portability pilot to inform
future local, regional and federal policies on coordinated, cost-effective
approaches to make attractive neighborhoods accessible to more fami-
lies.

Living near work

Every year, the Chicago region wastes more than $7 billion due to traffic
gridlock. Employer-assisted housing (EAH), whereby employers provide
incentives for workers to buy or rent homes near their workplace or
transit, can shorten or even eliminate car trips and improve employee
retention. In 2014, MPC’s EAH initiative will focus on recruiting
Chicago-area anchor institutions, such as universities and hospitals, as
well as employers in targeted industrial corridors—not only to benefit
employers and workers, but also to help stabilize their surrounding
neighborhoods.
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With a higher frequency of more violent
storms, strategic investment in smart
stormwater solutions is one of our region’s
most pressing priorities. Meanwhile,
our region’s water supply infrastructure

continues to age, even as repair and modernization
costs climb. Chicagoland’s future resiliency depends on
the initiatives we launch today to manage all our water
resources—from Lake Michigan to stormwater—in the most
efficient, cost-effective ways.

Resilient infrastructure

From submerged cars and ruined basements to flooded expressways and contaminated
waterways, stormwater takes its toll on our infrastructure, our possessions and our homes.
To ease the strain on existing pipes and pumps and reduce the need for costly new invest-
ments in “grey” infrastructure, MPC is working with communities, the Ill. Environmental
Protection Agency and University of Chicago to improve the effectiveness of investments
in green infrastructure, such as rain barrels, rain gardens and green roofs. MPC is also part-
nering with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and Chicago
Wilderness to develop wet weather management planning processes that integrate with
existing local comprehensive plans; revising state funding sources and legislation to better
prioritize stormwater projects and infrastructure investment; and coordinating with the
State of lllinois” Millennium Reserve stormwater management initiatives in the Calumet
region.

“To keep Chicagoland resilient, we must all manage all of
our water resources. Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago has pursued a variety of strategies
for both grey and green infrastructure, from reservoirs to rain
gardens, and we look forward to continuing our work with
MPC as we manage this valuable asset now and for genera-
tions to come.”

David St. Pierre
Executive Director
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
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Well-managed natural assets

Sustainable water supplies

MPC is working with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning on multiple fronts to
ensure sustainable and cost-effective management of northeastern lllinois’ lake, river and

groundwater supplies. Through three parallel initiatives, MPC is helping to curb waste and
set our region on a track for responsible water use.

For the 75 percent of our region that relies on Lake Michigan water, there is a pressing
need to repair and modernize the thousands of miles of pipes that distribute that water:
Due to leaks, faulty meters and accounting errors, every week enough water is lost to fill
the Willis Tower one and one third times. MPC is working with the Ill. Dept. of Natural
Resources to reduce this needless waste of water and money through a more proactive,
accountable permitting system. At the same time, MPC is pushing for revisions to state
and local funding criteria to prioritize reinvestment, repair and efficiency.

For those communities in our region dependent on groundwater and the Fox River, the
immediate need is for collaborative strategies to manage those resources at the watershed
scale. MPC is assisting the Northwest Water Planning Alliance to improve regional water
resources management and decision-making across its five counties and 80 municipalities.

Fundamentally, our region suffers less from lack of water than it does from poorly
managed water resources. MPC is working with the Ill. Dept. of Public Health to modify
the state’s plumbing code to allow wider use of non-drinkable water, which would provide
local water resource managers with sustainable options to overcome stormwater and
water supply challenges.
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Our region is a patchwork of unique
communities, each with its own make-up
and specific needs. What works for one
community may not work in another. MPC
understands how to listen to local leaders and
residents and establish an insightful dialogue to arrive at
tailored solutions that benefit whole communities.

Collaborative planning

The devastating ramifications of the foreclosure crisis, declining public resources and

rising poverty across Chicago’s suburbs require creative tools for stabilizing and improving
communities. Foreclosures have left some communities with a glut of vacant properties,
leading to blight and higher crime rates. Simultaneously, the demand for rental homes has
increased dramatically, driving up rents.

MPC is providing technical assistance to the South Suburban and Cook County Land
Banks, to help put vacant land back to productive use. MPC is also spearheading a pilot
in the south suburbs to build the capacity of communities to address the rise of investor
landlords who are buying and renting out single-family homes. The sharp growth in new
owners—some individuals, some large real estate investors—has challenged municipali-
ties to keep track of, inspect and ensure these rental homes are maintained properly. MPC
is working with stakeholders to identify areas where communities, the county and other
governmental agencies can cooperate, such as a joint system for tracking landlords and
properties. MPC also is helping communities draft necessary ordinances and policies for
code enforcement and launch incentives to reward responsible investors.

Through Homes for a Changing Region, MPC is expanding its work with the Metropolitan
Mayors Caucus and CMAP to engage clusters of suburban communities to balance their
current housing stock with projected demographic changes. A community’s housing needs
today may differ completely from its needs 20 years from now—addressing those chal-
lenges now will prepare neighborhoods for the future.
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Vibrant neighborhoods

€€ PC gave community stakeholders an
opportunity to identify the strengths
and challenges of one of Bronzeville's key corri-
dors and transit stops on 47 Street. Quad Cities
Development Corporation then created program-
ming to enhance the strengths and tackle the

challenges, which included
a garden under the ‘L,
street performances and
public art.”

Bernita Johnson-Gabriel
Executive Director

Quad Communities Devel-
opment Corporation

Great places

Placemaking is a way for communities to create
and program welcoming public spaces, leading to
improved quality of life and economic viability by
equipping local residents to enact the changes they
desire. MPC promotes this approach as a tool to
make metropolitan Chicago an attractive, vibrant
region for residents, businesses and tourists.

Across the country, large urban train stations are
basking in the glow of a rail/retail renaissance. In
Chicago, the West Loop neighborhood has gained
more than 48,000 new residents in the last decade,
and Chicago Union Station is well situated to provide
them with a place to mingle, shop and relax. MPC’s
2013 Placemaking contest, “Activate Union Station,”
brought art installations, a picnic area and program-
ming to the station for one week in August and
sparked a regional discussion about Chicago Union
Station’s potential to be great again. MPC is part-
nering with the City, World Business Chicago and
Amtrak to further develop this regional transporta-
tion hub into a destination for both residents and
visitors from all over the world.
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Regional impact: A look back at 2013

—

Strong economy

Eighteen miles of Bus Rapid Transit are in the planning

stages in Chicago, including the nation’s first “gold stan- 0
dard” route along Ashland Avenue. MPC has been a steady i

champion for Chicago to lead the way on BRT: In 2013, we helped

sign on some 2,500 individuals and 42 businesses/organizations as

BRT supporters. In a phone survey, 74 percent of Chicagoans who had

heard of BRT supported bringing it here. MPC has also been working to

ensure this new transportation investment complements and improves

local neighborhood development: Our interactive mapping tool

allows communities and developers to visualize and plan W
retail growth along the planned Ashland corridor.

Learn more about MPC’s transit-oriented development work on page 4
or at metroplanning.org/tod and metroplanning.org/brt.

Quality housing and transportation

MPC’s Regional Housing Initiative (RHI) combines the resources

of eight public housing authorities and the lllinois Housing McHenry @
Development Authority to support developers building or reno-

vating affordable homes near transit, good schools and quality Wheeling

neighborhoods. In 2013, RHI celebrated the opening of 183 Palatine @ @ _Glenview
mixed-income apartments in five high-opportunity suburban Mount Prospect @ ® @ Evanston
locations. In addition, seven multi-family residential devel- Bartlett @

opments were approved for tax credit financing. \_/ Ohk Park .
Lombard @ () @ Chicago

RHI also provides counseling and assistance to help families

with vouchers move to quality communities, bridging the gap

between formerly disparate housing authorities. Through 2013, Matteson|@
RHI has offered assistance to 1,400 families.

@ Blue Island

Learn more about MPC’s Regional Housing Initiative on page 5
and at metroplanning.org/rhi.
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Well-mmanaged
natural assets

MPC’s 2013 report Immeasurable Loss reported that north-

eastern lllinois loses enough Lake Michigan water each week to
fill the Willis Tower one and one-third times. The report recom-
mended a number of policy changes to help stem this loss, and MPC’s
advocacy helped generate comments from 52 communities and
organizations in support of these changes to the Ill. Dept. of Natural
Resources.

Learn more about MPC'’s water supply work on page 7 and at
metroplanning.org/water.

Vibrant neighborhoods

The first step in improving any community is to
gather input from the community itself. As part of
MPC’s Placemaking initiative, in 2013 we partnered with
the City of Blue Island to conduct “place audits” at four sites
along Blue Island’s underutilized waterfront on the%
River and adjacent channel. Attendees—a diverse cross-secti
the community’s residents, business owners and municipal staff—
identified what features were lacking or what was possible at
each site. Comment cards (available in English and Spanish) were

collected and reviewed, and the resulting vision was presented at
a community meeting in early 2014.

Learn more about MPC’s Placemaking work on page 9 and at metroplanning.org/placemaking, or about
this particular initiative at blueisland.org/waterfront.
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Our volunteers

Throughout our work, MPC draws on the efforts of an array of dedicated
volunteers. In 2014, we welcome 11 new board members and six new executive

advisors (in italics).

Board of Governors

Chair
Joseph A. Gregoire
PNC Bank (retired)

Vice Chairs
Ann M. Drake
DSC Logistics, Inc.

Jesse H. Ruiz
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP

Vice Chairs Development
Ellen Carnahan
Machrie Enterprises LLC

James P. Stirling
UBS

Treasurer
Lisa Snow
Davis & Hosfield Consulting LLC

Secretary
Kathy Hopinkah Hannan
KPMG LLP

General Counsel
John M. McDonough
Sidley Austin LLP (retired)

Past Chair
King Harris
Harris Holdings, Inc.

President
MarySue Barrett
Metropolitan Planning Council

Members
* Executive Committee members
(in addition to officers above)

J. Tyler Anthony
ComEd

Karen M. Atwood
BlueCross BlueShield of lllinois

Kyle Barnett
BMO Harris

Carol Ross Barney

Ross Barney Architects Inc.
George Bilicic

Lazard Freres & Co. LLC

Lawrence T. Borgard
Integrys Energy Group

Dr. Byron Brazier
Apostolic Church of God

Monique Brinkman-Smith
Northern Trust

Carole L. Brown
Barclays Capital

¢ Todd C. Brown

John A. Buck
The John Buck Company

Christopher B. Burke, Ph.D.
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.

Olga Camargo
Toroso Investments, LLC

e Paul C. Carlisle
Wintrust Financial Corporation

Pedro J. Cevallos-Candau, Ph.D.
Primera Engineers, Ltd.

Chris Conley
Gravitytank

Lester Crown
Henry Crown & Company

Jon B. DeVries
Roosevelt University

Sidney R. Dillard
Loop Capital Markets

Derek Douglas
University of Chicago

® Robert V. Fitzsimmons
Next Generation Public Affairs, Inc.

e James C. Franczek, Jr.
Franczek Radelet P.C.

John S. Gates, Jr.
PortaeCo LLC

Linda Goodman
Goodman Williams Group

Alan "Al” Gordon
Richland, Gordon & Company

e Jacques N. Gordon, Ph.D.
LaSalle Investment Management

* M. Hill Hammock
Chicago Deferred Exchange Company

David Hiller
McCormick Foundation

Lerry Knox
Hilco Innovation Partners
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Bernard Loyd
Urban Juncture, Inc.

Mary K. Ludgin
Heitman

Peter Malecek
Bank of America

e James E. Mann

e Lee M. Mitchell
Thoma Bravo, Inc.

Paul E. Nowicki
BNSF Railway Company

e J. Scot Pepper
Pepper Construction Company

Stephen M. Porras
Axia Development, Inc.

John Poth
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Quintin E. Primo, Il
Capri Capital Advisors LLC

Howard M. Radzely
The Boeing Company

Jorge Ramirez
Chicago Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO

e George A. Ranney, Jr.
Metropolis Strategies

Matthew R. Reilein
JPMorgan Chase

Jean Rudd
JR Strategies

Smita Shah
Spaan Tech, Inc.

Martin Stern
U.S. Equities Realty, LLC

Bruce W. Taylor
Cole Taylor Bank

Michael A. Thomas
Allstate

Mary White Vasys
Vasys Consulting Ltd.

 Paula Wolff
Metropolis Strategies

Zandra Zuno
GolinHarris

Executive Advisors

Nicholas Alexos
Madison Dearborn Partners, LLC

Raymond Bachant
Bombardier Transportation

Carol Bernick
Polished Nickel Capital Management LLC

Lawrence T. Borgard
Integrys Energy Group

Marsha Cruzan
U.S. Bank

John M. Dionisio
AECOM

Craig J. Duchossois
The Duchossois Group, Inc.

Colin Dyer
Jones Lang LaSalle

Mitchell S. Feiger
MB Financial Bank

Joseph A. Gregoire
PNC Bank (retired)

Stephen J. Hagge
AptarGroup Inc.

Patricia Hemingway Hall
Health Care Service Corporation

Edward R. Hamberger
Association of American Railroads

Kathy Hopinkah Hannan
KPMG LLP

Eric Hirschfield
Goldman Sachs

Matthew C. Levin
Aon Corporation

Raymond J. Lewis
Ventas, Inc.

Jeff Malehorn
World Business Chicago

William A. Mynatt
Dovenmuehle Mortgage, Inc.

David J. Neithercut
Equity Residential

Robert L. Parkinson, Jr.
Baxter International Inc.

J. Marshall Peck
InterPark Holdings LLC

Thomas Pontarelli
CNA Insurance

Larry D. Richman
The PrivateBank

Martin Slark
Molex Incorporated

Robert Sullivan
Fifth Third Bank

Frederick H. Waddell
Northern Trust

Edward J. Wehmer
Wintrust Financial Corp.






Our Mission

Since 1934, the Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) has been
dedicated to shaping a more sustainable and prosperous greater
Chicago region. As an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan
organization, MPC serves communities and residents by developing,
promoting and implementing solutions for sound regional growth.
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140 S. Dearborn St.
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Chicago, lll. 60603

312.922.5616
metroplanning.org
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