
TippingPointPlanner.org

Kara Salazar | IL-IN Sea Grant & Purdue Extension |salazark@purdue.edu



TippingPointPlanner.org

Challenges

Land Use Change

Impervious Surfaces

Nutrient Loading

Stream Health

Food Web Health

What is a tipping point?
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Decision Support System Topics
Stream Health

Determine how close 
your watershed is to 
an ecological tipping 
point now and in the 
future by examining 
indicators such as 
urban land use or 
agricultural land use 
within a 150m buffer.

Nutrient Loading
Explore present and 
future modeled 
loading of 
phosphorus and 
nitrogen, and identify 
the major sources of 
nutrients in your 
watershed.

Food Webs

Explore how 
phosphorus loading 
from the watershed 
will affect the 
biomass of various 
organisms within the 
food web.

Land Use Change
Through land use 
modeling, discover 
what your 
community may look 
like under future land 
use scenarios and 
how each impacts 
the health of your 
watershed.

Green Infrastructure

Discover the type 
and location for 
optimal green 
infrastructure 
investment in your 
watershed.

Coastal Wetland Health

Determine how close 
your watershed is to 
an ecological tipping 
point by examining 
the health of the 
organisms living in 
coastal wetlands.
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Planning Scales
Regional Watershed County

Regional Planning 
Dashboards

Decision Support 
System Modules

County Planning 
Dashboards

tippingpointplanner.org/resources/regional-planning
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Decision Support System

Community 
Information Overview

Tipping Points and 
Indicators

Community Planning 
Tools
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Community Engagement
Enable diverse stakeholder participation in land use decisions and natural 

resources management strategies to plan and maintain projects.

Target audience examples
• Plan commissioners
• Government office staff
• Parks board members
• Watershed managers
• Consulting groups 
• Nonprofit organizations
• Elected officials 

Project examples
• Watershed management 

plans
• Comprehensive plan 

updates
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Action Planning Process

Community 
Visioning

Decision Support System 
Engagement

Strategy and Goal 
Development

Meeting sessions include the 
assembly of a steering committee, 

community visioning workshops, and 
working group meetings 

Format follows community 
development and facilitation best 

practices for strategic planning and 
community engagement 
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Action Plans 
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Coming August 31, 2020 
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