
Transforming and Reconnecting
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Quad Communities and Transit

Maintain Strong Community Development 
Focus
Maximize CTA and Metra Station Location 
Potentials
Stations are Important Access Points

Connect Residents to Regional Employment 
Connect Suburban Employees to the Quad 
Communities
For Development Opportunities  

Stations Are Community Design Elements
Where Riders Meet the Systems
Need to Be Accessible and Convenient
Need to Express Contextual Architecture



Quad Communities and Transit

Improve the Public Realm to Stations
Riders Are Pedestrians when They Arrive
The Pedestrian Realm is Related to 
Commercial Success
Emphasize Uses, Transparency, Architectural 
Ornamentation and Entry Placement  

Provide a “Transit Grid” for East/West 
and North/South Station Connectivity

Connect the Communities to Stations
Connect Neighborhoods in the Community 



Quad Communities and Transit

Develop “Signature” Service
Brand It - Change the Image
Vehicle Type, Name and Color

Consider a Streetcar as that Signature
The Goal - Connecting and Shaping
Pedestrians are the First Class Passengers
Serves as a Pedestrian Accelerator
Supports Commercial Corridor Development



Quad Communities and Transit

A Definable Boundary
An Appropriate Set of “Attractors 
and Producers”
Opportunity Areas for 
Redevelopment or Joint 
Development
Emerging Pedestrian 
Environment
Route Visibility and Identity
Multiple Modes and Connectivity
Coordinated Public/Private Efforts



Stimulating New Development



Shaping Patterns of Urban Living



Streetcar - Twice the Intensity

Source: Portland Streetcar, Inc/ E.D. Hovee & Company
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Streetcars and Value Creation



$55M Public Investment
$1.5B Private Investment

Portland Streetcar ROI



The Goal – Livable and 
Reconnected Neighborhoods



David M. Taylor, CNU
Senior Vice President

National Director, Sustainable Transportation 
Solutions

david.taylor@hdrinc.comdavid.taylor@hdrinc.com

Questions or Inquiries




