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Transit and Development

Transit - The Means…The Goal - A Livable,  
Memorable City



Forces Driving Change

Need to Accommodate 80M to 
100M People by Mid-century
Changing Demographic Profile
Future Development Requirements

89M New or Replacement 
Housing Units
190B sf of Non-Residential Uses 

Increase in Vehicle Miles Traveled 
3X Population Growth
2X New Vehicle Registrations

The Negative Effects on Increased 
GHG



Forces Driving Change

“…at least a quarter of all households…
looking for housing in the next 20 years –
14.6 million households – will be looking 
for housing within ¼ mile of a…transit 
stop.”

“..there will be potential to more than 
double the amount of housing in transit 
zones.”

Hidden in Plain Sight – Capturing the Demand for Housing Near Transit
Reconnecting America/Center for Transit-Oriented Development



Benefits of TOD

Transit is “Access” to Open Up 
Development
TOD is not a Development TYPE
It is Not a Project Next to a 
Station
TOD is a Policy Decision, a 
Planning Approach, and a 
Location Definition
TODs are Compact, Mixed Use, 
Walkable Places Served by and 
Oriented to Transit
Transit Ridership is Increased



Benefits of TOD

Reduce GHG Emissions by 3 
Tons/Year
Reduced Car Ownership
50% of Work Trips and 15% of 
Non-work Trips by Transit
Decrease Local Infrastructure 
by 25%
10% increase in Density = 
5%> Transit Trips
Healthier Lifestyle Choice -
10% < Obesity



¼ Mile R = 125 Acres

½ Mile R = 500 Acres

The TOD Opportunity 

Three Neighborhoods

Twelve Neighborhoods



Transit and Development

Transit - A Single, Powerful Investment that: 
Reinforces traditional neighborhoods
Revitalizes by-passed properties
Redirects new development patterns





TOD and Development Value 

San Francisco – Residential Value 
10% ($23K) Higher at BART 
Stations

DART – Residential and Office 
13% Higher 

Brisbane – 20% Increase in 
Property Values



TOD and Development Value

Portland – 11%> within 
1500’ of a Station

Atlanta - $1000> for Each 
100’ Closer to a Station

Santa Clara, CA – 23% 
Increase in Commercial 
Property Values



Five Station 
Corridor
7.6% of the 
County Area

Rosslyn Ballston Corridor

32.8% of 
County Taxes



TOD - A Deep Trend Not a Fad 

Increasing National 
Acceptance
Improving Access to 
Capital Markets 
Changing Development 
Patterns
Helping Address Climate 
Change 
100 New TODs in Place



You Are Not Alone….



Orenco Station, Portland



The Pearl District, Portland



Grand Jamaica, NY



72nd Street, Boston



Pentagon City, DC



Hollywood and Western, LA



South Corridor, Charlotte





Where Chicago Stands Today

New York
Los Angeles
Chicago
SF Bay Area
Boston

Current Top 10 Metro Areas for TOD Potential

Philadelphia
Washington, DC
Portland
Dallas
Miami

Hidden in Plain Sight – Capturing the Demand for Housing Near Transit
Reconnecting America/Center for Transit-Oriented Development



CTA System
244 Miles
144 Stations

Potential Land 
Use Impacts –
18,000 to 
72,000 Acres

The Chicago 
Opportunity 



Levels of TOD Policy    

Regional/System Level
Change in Development 
Patterns
Multiple Mode Choices

Corridor Level
Station Allocation
Market Sensitive

Station Area Level
Codes and Standards

Project Level
Urban Design
Pedestrian Realm 
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