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BRT in Chicago 



What is Bus Rapid Transit? 
Reliability and speed of rail with the efficiency and flexibility of a bus. 

Dedicated bus lanes 

At-grade boarding  

Rouen,  
France 

Mexico City,  
Mexico 

Los Angeles,  
California 

Signal prioritization 

Chicago, IL  
rendering 

Pay-before-you-board stations 



Jeffery Blvd – Piloting BRT Elements 

Rush Hour Bus Lanes and  signage 
 from 67th – 84th streets 

New upgraded bus shelters 

Unique branding 

New Street Furniture and bike parking Enhanced Pedestrian Environment 

Unique branding 
• Project Launch in November 2012 
• Coming in 2013: 

• Transit Signal Priority from 73rd – 84th Streets 
• Chicago’s First Queue Jump at 84th Street 
• On-Bus Bus Tracker Screens 



Central Loop BRT 
Union Station to Navy Pier 

• Project Need 
• High-quality transit through  

downtown 
 

• Key Elements 

• Dedicated bus lanes  

• Boarding Platforms 

• New off-street bus terminal at 

Union Station 

• Used by 6 different bus lines 

• Protected bike lanes on 

Washington and Randolph 
 

• Schedule 

• Complete design in 2013 

• Construct in 2014 
 



Western/Ashland Corridors BRT 
 

• Project Needs 
• Improve Service on High Ridership Corridor  
• Improve non-downtown connectivity 

 

• Key Elements 
• 21-mile corridors on Western and Ashland 
• Options for near-term improvements 
• Does not conflict with future bike priority corridors 

 
• Status 

• Alternatives Analysis Screen 2 
 
 

• Schedule 
• Project Development 2012/2013 
• Future phases dependent on funding availability 



Connectivity 



Ridership and Congestion Relief 



Savings 



 
 

Western/Ashland Engineering phase begins 

Land Use Planning 

Chicago Architecture Foundation’s station design competition 

Bus Rapid Transit in 2013 

Central Loop BRT design completed 

BRT system plan 
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Central Loop BRT & 
Union Station 

Transportation Center  
Gabe Klein, Commissioner 

March 1, 2013 
MPC Roundtable 

 in partnership with 



Central Loop BRT Project Genesis 
Larger downtown =  
more short trips 
West Loop and East 
Loop/Streeterville  
Prior efforts too expensive 

CUTD subway (1968)  
Circulator light rail (1995) 

BRT – similar benefits 
Faster, less expensive 
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Central Area Plan  
Central Area Plan of 2003 

Updated in 2009 (Central Area Action Plan) 
 

Transitways for faster connections: 
Carroll Ave 
Clinton Corridor 
Monroe Busway 
 

Central Loop BRT Grant 
From FTA 
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Civic Benefits  
Businesses and major destinations 

Convenient, expanded access  
More pedestrian traffic 

Workers  
Reliable and fast commute 

Employers 
Better access to diverse 
workforce 
Reduces need for private shuttles 

Residents 
Faster, more reliable commute 
Day-to-day convenience 

Drivers 
Could reduce auto-bus crashes 

Commitment to sustainable 
transport 
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Central Loop Traffic Stats 
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Central Loop BRT  
Preferred Alternative 



Central Loop BRT 
Modified “Alternative 2” 
selected 

Balance bus benefits and  
traffic impacts 

 

Dedicated bus lanes 
Washington, Madison, Clinton,  
and Canal 
Queue jumps  
Turn restrictions 

 

Specialized Station 
Raised platforms - Madison and 
Washington  
6 routes  
30 buses per hour 
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www.letsgorideabike.com 

Protected Bike Lanes 
Randolph – upgrades and replaces Madison 
lane  
Washington – protected by BRT lanes and 
stations 
Clinton – two-way lane (like Dearborn) 



Central Loop BRT 
Schedule 

Feb 2013 Formally announce selection of Alternative 2 
Dec 2013 Complete final design 
Jan 2014 Construction (including permanent relocation of some meter parking)  

Nov 2014 Opening (including rebranded CTA bus route #124 to Navy Pier, per FTA grant) 
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Union Station Master Plan Study 
Master Plan goals: 

Capacity for significant ridership 
increases 

Commuter, intercity 

More inviting terminal 
Better transfers to buses, CTA 
trains, taxis,  
shuttles, pick-up/drop-off 
Vibrant, a civic asset, catalyst 
for growth 
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CDOT, Amtrak, and Metra 
cooperative effort  
Today’s Union Station: 

2X the travelers as Midway 
Airport 
12 CTA bus routes – on-street, in 
traffic 



Union Station Transportation Center 
Off-street bus terminal  

Short-term goal of Master Plan 
Study 
Integrated with BRT plans 
3 lanes and 9 bays serving 5 routes 
Traffic signal phase for buses 
 

Sheltered boarding areas 
Real time travel info 
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New underground connection  
Direct, weather protected via 
existing pedway 
Covered stairway and elevator 
Ventra fare vending machines 
Maintenance by Amtrak 



Union Station Transportation Center 
 

Green Lines = Pedestrian flows 
Blue Line = CTA Bus Flows 
Aqua Area = New USTC pedway connection 
Orange Area = Existing Union Sta. pedways  

Union Station Head House Building 
(Great Hall) 

Amtrak Parking 
Garage 

(to remain) 
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Status 
Design at 30% 
 
Offer letters to land 
owners 
 
Construction Target: 
2014 
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Union Station 
Transportation Center 

Preliminary renderings 
(as of 30% design) 

New stairs to Union Station concourse level 
(Southwest corner, Jackson/Canal) 

View looking southeast from Jackson/Clinton 
(Amtrak parking garage in background, right) 

A typical bus canopy 
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Bus Rapid Transit  
Panel Discussion 

 
 

January 24, 2012 
Metropolitan Planning Council  

March 1, 2013 



Illinois Medical District (IMD)  
Founded in 1941, the IMD is the largest  

urban medical district  
 

• 4 major hospitals (Rush, UIC, VA, Stroger) 
• 2 universities, Incubator and more than 40 other local clinics and 

organizations (FBI, Red Cross, ISP Forensic Lab) 
• 20,000 employees 
• Receives 75,000 daily visitors 
• Generates $3.3 billion in economic activity 

 - $2 billion in direct and indirect employment compensation 
 - $220 million approximately in research annually 
 - $80 million in annual state taxes 
 - $34 million in annual local taxes 
 
 



Vision 

To be a leader in patient care and medical 
research utilizing our diversity and unique 

assets while driving economic growth. 
 



IMD Boundaries 



IMD Boundaries – A Closer Look 



IMD Boundaries – A Closer Look 



IMD Public Transportation Stats 

 
 

Bus    Riders  % Increase 
Harrison      7,127    4.5 
Ashland   30,816    5.9 
Roosevelt   15,481    6.6  
Western   28,674    8.6 
Damen    10,106    8.1 
Streeterville/Taylor    5,544    3.2 
 
“L”    Riders  % Increase 
Medical Center (Blue)  3,466    9.5 
Pink – 18th St.   1,735    9.1 
Damen    1,372    9.3 
Western   1,079    3.6 
     

CTA Annual Ridership Report, 2011 



IMD Support 



THANK YOU! 

Warren Ribley 
Executive Director 

312-738-5800 
wribley@medicaldistrict.org 
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Bus Rapid Transit on a 
Roll in Chicago 
Metropolitan Planning Council, March 1, 

2013 



The Case for More Accessible, High 
Performance Transit? 

 
“About one-quarter of jobs in low- and middle-skill industries 
are accessible via transit within 90 minutes for the typical 
metropolitan commuter … points to potentially large 
accessibility problems for workers in growing low-income 
suburban communities, who on average can access only 
about 22 percent of metropolitan jobs in low- and middle-skill 
industries for which they may be most qualified.”  

 
Missed Opportunity: Transit and Jobs in Metropolitan 
America, Brookings, May 2011 
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Vehicle Miles Travelled - Moving 12-Month Total  



 
 
Curitiba, Brazil.  The first Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) System: 1974 





Top U.S. BRT corridors 

Top international BRT corridors 

Cleveland  Los Angeles  Las Vegas Eugene Pittsburgh 

Bronze Bronze 
 

Bronze 
 

Bronze  Bronze 
 

Bogota, 
Colombia 

Guangzho
u,  
China 

Lima, Peru Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

Mexico City, 
Mexico 

Gold 
 

Gold 
 

Gold Silver 
 

Silver 
 



Why we need a standard……. 

Select Bus Service: Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 

RapidRide: Seattle, WA 



Cleveland, OH 
Cleveland’s Health Line 
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Incremental Annual Property Value Increase, 
Places in Walking Distance to Transmilenio 
Station Versus Control* 
 

* “Land Lines,”  Lincoln Institute of Land Policy,  April 2008 issue 



New York City’s Non-core Job 
Centers 
(Pratt Center for Community Development) 

NYC Employment Centers Outside 
Core  
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Moderated Q&A 
Please wait for the microphone 
State your name and affiliation 
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Thank you! 
Please fill out and return the survey 
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