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Calumet Stormwater Collaborative members 
as of 3/27/2015 
 
Calumet City 
Center for Neighborhood Technology  
City of Blue Island 
City of Chicago  
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
Chicago Park District 
Chicago Wilderness 
Cook County  
Cook County Land Bank Authority 
Delta Institute 
Forest Preserves of Cook County 
Friends of the Chicago River 
Historic Chicago Bungalow Association 
Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant 
Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago 
Metropolitan Planning Council 
OAI Chicago Southland 
Openlands 
South Suburban Mayors and Managers 
Association 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Village of Homewood 
Village of Midlothian 
Village of Park Forest 

 
 

Motivations for Participating in the Collaborative  
as articulated by Collaborative participants 
 

 Discover what others are doing. 

 Understand where there is need.  

 Find opportunities for collaboration.  

 Reduce flooding and combined sewer 
overflows. 

 Leverage, coordinate, and direct funding. 

 Ensure water quality and healthy habitats. 

 Implement solutions at the regional scale. 

 Develop new business opportunities.  

 Promote and coordinate planning of green 
stormwater infrastructure. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organizational Principles for the Calumet 
Stormwater Collaborative  
 

 Uphold the Millennium Reserve mission to 
integrate economy, community and 
environment. 

 

 The universe of stormwater solutions 
includes infrastructural and non-
infrastructural options,   “grey” and 
“green,” and likely things we haven’t 
thought of yet. 

 

 If we are not improving stormwater 
management first and foremost, we are 
not doing our job. 

 

 We will work together to understand 
causes, barriers, opportunities and desired 
outcomes. We will work to figure what is 
happening, what is not, why, and what we 
need to do about it together. 

 

 The Collaborative should focus on 
collaborative actions which cannot 
succeed without participation from 
multiple parties, including enhancing 
current activities to have greater impact 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Operational Ground Rules for the Calumet 
Stormwater Collaborative  
 

 Listen to each other, respect each other’s 

perspectives, and respect each other’s time. 

 

 Engage in honest, transparent, thorough 

and concise internal and external 

communications. 

 

 Share all relevant information. Ask 

questions. Do not assume everyone knows 

what you know or believes what you 

believe. Explain and inquire as first options. 

 

 All members are expected to participate in 

all phases of the process. 

 

 You are a conduit to and from the 

leadership and membership of your 

organization. 

 

 Be open to abstract thinking, and be willing 

to think outside your current priorities. 

 

 Respect organizational drivers outside the 

scope of stormwater management 
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http://rainready.org/videos-urban-flooding-and-activism
http://rainready.org/
http://rainready.org/what-is-rain-ready/rain-ready-plan
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