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http://www.metroplanning.org/news/7250/Being-smart-about-being-green-Templates-for-communities-green-infrastructure-challenges
http://www.metroplanning.org/news/7250/Being-smart-about-being-green-Templates-for-communities-green-infrastructure-challenges
http://www.metroplanning.org/news/7250/Being-smart-about-being-green-Templates-for-communities-green-infrastructure-challenges
http://www.cnt.org/publications/rainready-midlothian-plan
http://www.cnt.org/publications/rainready-midlothian-plan
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=a46bb8d241e4419cbc72577fe9d5e70f
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Value of the CSC as stated by participants 
 

• Better understanding of where there is need in the region; 
• Opportunity to learn more about ongoing efforts;  
• Increased knowledge of agency roles and available resources;  
• Connecting with potential collaborators, clients, and funders;  
• Strengthening existing relationships; 
• Building a collective knowledge base on issues;  
• Inspiring innovation and new ideas; 
• Provides platform for increased partnership efforts and approaches;  
• Serves as an important model for regional collaboration. 

 

http://www.cnt.org/publications
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2016 Work Plan Initiatives 
Work Group 

Lead(s)  Initiative Leads Status Benefit of Initiative 
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Data & Modeling Work Group             

Purpose: focuses on how models, tools and 
data can be developed, shared and applied 
to support the overall objectives of the CSC.  

Mason 
Throneburg 
(CH2M)           

Produce a stormwater regional mapping viewer   CH2M & SSMMA       

Provides a useful, useable and 
cohesive tool for non-technical 
users to view stormwater-related 
data layers and maps in order to 
make better decisions 

Develop a modeling extents data layer   CH2M       

Provides GIS shapefiles 
demonstrating geographies where 
stormwater modeling has already 
ocurred and who worked on them. 
This layer is included within the 
mapping view tool above. 



 

Create data sharing portal   CBBEL & SSMMA       

Creates central repository and 
availability of data, models and 
maps within the region for anyone 
to use 

Act as a resource for the CSC   All       

Technical members provide non-
technical CSC members with 
assistance 

Expand the systemic gap analysis performed in 
early 2015 to new CSC members and the other 
work groups   CMAP       

Ensure work group initiatives 
respond to needs of larger CSC 

Education & Engagement Work Group             

Purpose: Increase local capacity to address 
stormwater challenges in the Calumet 
through practical education of residents, 
agencies, organizations and landowners 

Molly Oshun 
(CNT), Lisa 
Cotner (IDNR), 
Melissa Custic 
(Morton 
Arboretum)           

Engage 6 new community groups and/or local 
government officials regularly in the CSC 
process   

CNT, IDNR, Morton 
Arboretum, MPC, 
Openlands       

Work group identified it needs a 
better way to engage communities 
in the Calumet and is exploring that 

Leverage the social media bandwidth of CSC 
E&E members to share success stories from 
the Calumet region    Need to identify       

Provides an avenue to tell success 
stories happening in the Calumet 

Hosted workshops to increase awareness of 
flooding issues and solutions by engaging 
decision makers and community groups in 
meetings and workshops.   CNT       

Provides on-the-ground training for 
community employees on bmps 



 

Leverage CSC expertise to host 2 workshops 
for residents on stormwater and urban flooding 
topics   CNT       

Provides on-the-ground training for 
community members on actions 
they can take to protect themselves 
from flooding 

Produce CSC “pitch” materials for different 
audiences to share with other work group and 
members to help shape future engagement 
opportunities   

MPC, IDNR, Morton 
Arboretum       

Provides CSC with a cohesive 
message and talking points about 
its collaboration efforts and the 
benefit to communities and 
members 

Planning & Policy Work Group             

Purpose: creating and implementing 
effective planning practices and policies that 
advance the integration of stormwater best 
management practices in the region. 

Nora Beck + 
Kate Evasic 
(CMAP), Danielle 
Gallet (MPC)           

Develop a repository of resources on best 
practices and key considerations for 
communities on how to implement stormwater 
management into their community planning and 
capital improvement projects.   CMAP, MPC, CNT       

Creates online central repository of 
bmps for stormwater management 
for local communities to access and 
use 

Review the Urban Flooding and Awareness Act 
report and identify possible policy 
recommendations to pursue.   

CMAP, CNT, 
USACE, IDNR, 
Env. Design Intl.       

Helps identify future policy actions 
the CSC might want to engage in 
supporting at the state or local scale 

Assist SSMMA in moving forward with a 
program to assist local communities in the 
Calumet in updating/creating sewer atlas'   

IDNR, MPC, 
SSMMA, Env. 
Design Intl.       

Assists in rolling out a program that 
provides low-cost infrastructure 
assessments, which many 
communities currently lack in order 
to make good decisions about 
stormwater management 

Provide input to CMAP on its development of a 
white paper for communities in how to 
incorporate stormwater management into land 
use plans.   All       

Provides useful feedback to CMAP 
on the development of a regional 
white paper on incorporating 



 

stormwater management into land 
use plans 

Support the piloting of UIC’s participatory 
planning tool for green infrastructure in 
communities.   UIC, CMAP, MPC       

Supports a first of its kind planning 
tool that engages multiple 
stakeholders in stormwater 
infrastructure levels of service and 
planning decisions 

Weigh-in on the exploration research being 
done about the use of vacant land as a 
stormwater management opportunity.   MPC       

Allows CSC members to weigh-in 
on the role of vacant land for 
stormwater management 

Training & Maintenance Work Group             

Purpose: Ensure long-term functionality/cost-
effectiveness of and commitment to GI by 
aligning workforce development, training, 
installation & maintenance capacity with 
regional demand drivers. 

Margaret 
Schneemann 
(IISG), Mollie 
Dowling (OAI)           

Conduct a needs assessment/market analysis 
on training and maintenance needs of nature-
based (GI) solutions to stormwater.    IISG, OAI       

Helps ensure training and workforce 
development efforts are:                            
a) in alignment with the Calumet 
coastal zone regions occupational 
and employment needs,                               
b) effectively leveraging 
partnerships and trainings, and                                  
c) in accordance with demand 
drivers for green infrastructure, skills 
gaps, design standards, municipal 
regulations and the regional policy 
environment. 


