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Depave Chicago  

New program starting up in 2022-23
Initiative: to create a depave program in the Chicago region to guide and oversee 
community-based depaving projects
Addressing (subtracting): design (in)equity, urban flooding, heat island, eyesores
Creating (adding): gardens, parks, tiny forests, play spaces, biodiversity
Partner-driven: organizations coming together, aligning goals
Research-driven: urban land/pavement retrofits, cumulative burden on EJ 
communities, rebuilding soils, 30x30
Start-up funded by a Resilient x Nature grant from the Walder Foundation



Depave started in Portland, Oregon in 2007   https://depave.org/

Depave Paradise - Ontario, Canada
Depave Puget Sound - Seattle-Tacoma
DepaveNEO - Cleveland
Depave Nashville - TN
Somerville Climate Action - MA
Depave Detroit - MI
Depave Chicago - – coming soon!



Depaving sites for community benefits and as a watershed management strategy

Misc images : (left) from Depave Puget Sound (left); (upper  right) from depave project in Portland, OR; (middle right) small residential project in San Francisco; (lower right) public park 
conversion of a former airfield runway outside Frankfurt Germany.



Imperviousness in the Chicago region



Pavements concentrated by land-use/ adjacent to EJ communities



Areas of high % imperviousness

Sites along rivers, environmental injustice 
communities, highway corridors, industrial land-use

Site types might include:
- schools, churches, abandoned and 

underutilized parking lots, city-owned sites, 
industrial sites, commercial parking lots 

Establish criteria for site selection

Apply performance metrics to the % of depaving

Design the site with the community and site owners

depave chicago: site selection

Targeting sites & engaging communities



Depave Chicago timeline

2022 2023

Spring 2022

Develop partnerships
Engage community participation/input
Plan training workshop
Promote depave chicago program

June 16th & July 21, 2022

Participants attend (2 hour) webinars 
with Depave (Portland)
-Partner education
-Full training start to finish
-Planning, design, budgets, permitting, 
event planning, planting, maintenance, 
etc
-Special crew-leader training

Fall 2022Summer 2022

Community engagement process
Site identification/investigation
Approvals & permitting
Contracts & logistics

~early June 2022

Key partner planning 
coordination
-Bi-weekly correspondence
-Invite community participation
-Crowd-source site suggestions

September 9-10th (TBD) October back-up 2022

Undertake first “Depave Chicago” pilot project 
- In-person training and on-site project execution
- Supervised by Depave (Portland) - on site for 2 days

Complete first ‘Depave Chicago’ project
Assessment & evaluation with partners and communities
Program development/planning for 2023 and beyond
Extended outreach & engagement with communities
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Thank you for spreading the word! We especially want to reach communities who may see benefit 
in this program, and who want to shape the program and the work we do!

We’re also looking for project sites! Please share suggestions with us. 

Follow us on Twitter! @depavechicago

Email me (Mary Pat McGuire) anytime at mpm1@illinois.edu

mailto:mpm1@illinois.edu

