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 Many prescription and OTC medicines 

 Personal care products (cosmetics, lotions, 

soaps, etc.) 

 Backyard burning (release dioxins, etc.) 

 Use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers on 

our lawns 

Sources of EDCs 



 Communicating the issue 

 Lack of conclusive research on long-term 

effects 

 Controlled Substances Act 

 Funding for staff, disposal & publicity 

 Privacy of medical information 

 Convenience: Collection programs  

    vs. Flushing or Trash   

Issues and Barriers 



Outreach  

http://www.unwantedmeds.org 

Disposal of Unwanted Medicines:  

A Resource for Action in Your Community               
 

Content: 

1. Introduction to the issue 

2. Case Studies of Take-Back Programs 

3. How to Hold a Collection Event 

4. Materials for Public Outreach and Education 

5. Pharmaceutical Donation/Take-Back Legislation 

6. International Policy on Medicine Donations 

7. Bibliography on Pharmaceuticals, the Environment, and 

Human Health 

8. PowerPoint Presentation 



• Local take-back programs 

•  Single-day events 

•  Permanent collection programs 

 

• DEA takebacks  
 1st:   September 2010: 242,000 lbs (121 tons) 

 2nd:  April 2011: 376,593 (188 tons)  

             3rd:  October 29, 2011 

 

• Mail-back envelopes 

 

 

Unwanted Medication Collection 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Medication Collection Programs 



Mail-back Envelopes 



Legislation  

National 

 Secure and Responsible Drug Disposal Act of 2010 

 

Illinois 

 Household Pharmaceutical Disposal Fund  (HB2056, 
Public Act 97-0545) 

 

 Safe Pharmaceutical Disposal Act 

    (HB3090, Public Act 97-0546) 

 



Education 

•   Medicine Chest Curriculum developed in partnership with the   

     P2D2 Program at Pontiac Township High School 

 

•   Sensible Disposal Curriculum developed by Purdue Extension  

     and IISG 

 

•   Integration of “Do Not Flush” message into displays, games, 

     brochures, billboards, collection boxes 



   

 



   

 



To Learn More… 

Laura Kammin 

Pollution Prevention Specialist 

Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant 

lkammin@illinois.edu 

217-333-1115 

 
www.unwanted.meds.org 


