
September 15, 2011  

 1 

Fox Metro Water Reclamation District 

Medication Disposal Program 
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Fox Metro Water Reclamation District  

 Fox Metro, originally the Aurora 
Sanitary District, began construction 
in 1927. 

 The original plant was designed to 
treat up to 8 mgd of wastewater and 
served only the community of 
Aurora. 

 Fox Metro now serves the 
communities of Aurora, North 
Aurora, Montgomery, Oswego, Sugar 
Grove and areas of Yorkville and 
Batavia. 

 Fox Metro serves a general 
population of about 250, 000 people 
and treats an average of 32 mgd. 

 Fox Metro consistently removes 98% 
of the common pollutants found in 
the raw sewage entering the plant. 

 



Why Start a Medication Disposal 
Program? 



Why Start a Medication Disposal Program? 

Protect water quality  
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How?? Pollution Prevention 
 Give people a proper 

disposal method and 
make it convenient. 

 

 Permanent collection 
sites. 

 

 One day collections 
through out the year. 
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Developing a Medication Disposal 
Program  
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• Fox Metro worked with the IEPA to develop their drug take back program. 

• Fox Metro would provide the containment vessel and be responsible for 

promoting the service. 

• IEPA would provide containers for disposal and be responsible for all 

disposal costs. 

• Fox Metro needed to submit a written plan that outlined  how the  

  pharmaceuticals would be stored until 

 pickup/disposal by IEPA. 



Regulatory Challenges 

DEA Regulations 
 Controlled drugs  

 Vicodin 

 Morphine 

 Ritalin, etc. 
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 CAN only be returned to a law 
enforcement officer  



Developing a Medication Disposal 
Program 
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• Fox Metro purchased a containment 

unit (mail box) at a cost of $800.00. 

 

• A sign was placed on the containment 

unit identifying it as the disposal vessel. 

 

• The vessel was placed in the lobby of 

the Fox Metro administration building. 

 



Promoting the Fox Metro Medication 
Disposal 
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•A press release was submitted to a local paper. 

 

• Placed wording on the back of the wastewater billing.  

 
Medical Disposal Program 

 
Fox Metro is now accepting expired or unwanted over the counter and prescription medications for proper disposal. 

Medications can be dropped off at the: 

 

Fox Metro Water Reclamation District 

682 Route 31, Oswego 

Monday through Friday 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 

Please make sure that any medications kept in their original containers have all personal information removed. Needles, 

sharps, IV bags, thermometers and controlled substances cannot be accepted.  This program was created for the disposal 

of medication for individuals and Fox Metro will not accept retail or whole business medication for disposal. If you have 

questions regarding the program please contact Debra Ness at 630-301-6820 or dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us . 

 

mailto:dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us
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Promoting the Fox Metro Medication 
Disposal Program 

• Articles written about the program  

  ran in the local paper. 
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Websites 

 www.foxmetro.dst.il.us 

 

 

 

http://www.foxmetro.dst.il.us/
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One-day collection 



Successful? 
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Questions?? 
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