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Friends of Kickapoo Creek
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McLean County - Krista Kirkham, TNC
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gauge data from Copperas Creek



Gensberg Markham Prairie - Ron Panzer
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Emiquon Preserve - Michael Jeffords



Wetlands Host 40% of 
Endangered Species…

www.habitat project.org IDNR 1993

…Most of 
Which Occur 
in the 
Chicago Region



Ill

More than 50% of wetlands in lower 48 states drained or filled
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Franklin Farm – Tim Lindenbaum, TNC



Hotter, Drier 
Summers

More 
People

Wetter 
Winters

More 
Water 

Demand

More 
Development

Less 
Infiltration

Lower Lakes, 
River Flows

Lower 
Groundwater

More 
Flooding

Climate Change & Growth 
Magnify Our Water Issues



0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

Extremely 
Vulnerable

Highly 
Vulnerable

Moderately 
Vulnerable

Presumed 
Stable

Increase 
Likely

mollusks

fish

amphibians

insects

reptiles

mammals

birds

Aquatic Wildlife Are More Vulnerable 
to Climate Change





Habitat-Based
Streams
Wetlands
Forests
Farmland & Prairie
Green Cities

Cross-Cutting
Invasive Species
Land & Water 
Stewardship



Habitat-Based
Streams
Wetlands
Forests
Farmland & Prairie
Green Cities

Cross-Cutting
Invasive Species
Land & Water 
Stewardship



Habitat-Based
Streams
Wetlands
Forests
Farmland & Prairie
Green Cities

Cross-Cutting
Invasive Species
Land & Water 
Stewardship



Habitat-Based
Streams
Wetlands
Forests
Farmland & Prairie
Green Cities

Cross-Cutting
Invasive Species
Land & Water 
Stewardship



Nature-Based Strategies Benefit 
Biodiversity and Our Water Supplies

Wetland restoration

Stream bank repair

Pollution prevention

Floodplain connection

Efficient water use

Water Quality

Groundwater Availability

Surface Water Capacity

Water Security

Reduced Flood Damage



Mackinaw River - Tim Lindenbaum, TNC


