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Resilience in the face of Climate Change
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Forces undermining resilience in the face of… 

pretty much anything

• Yes, rain, heat, cold, etc.

• But also:

– Racial and economic inequities

– Tax policy

– Land use decisions

– Variable and insufficient government capacity

– Overgovernance and undergovernance

– Basic compliance and oversight failings

– Failing infrastructure

– And so on



Community-Led Advocacy to Stop Chronic 

Flooding and Raw Sewage in Centreville, Illinois

Connecting local, state and federal responses to multiple disasters

Nicole Nelson, Executive Director, Equity Legal Services

Meleah Geertsma, Senior Attorney, Environmental Justice, NRDC 

May 19, 2020



Centreville Stormwater/Sewage Issues



● Use our findings to identify ways to address the flooding and sewage overflow 

problems to get them fixed.

● Determine if there are any health risks associated with exposure or contact 

with the sewage and water overflow in the Centreville to connect the 

community with appropriate resources.









Cumulative Vulnerability and “New” Disasters

- Exponential impacts: vulnerabilities are not separable or simply additive
- Long understood in the social-racial justice, environmental/climate justice, and public health 

spaces

- New findings emerging from COVID disparate impacts 

- Centreville and COVID
- Immediate impacts of sheltering in place heading into the rainy season: imagine sheltering-in-

place with a flooded-out basement and raw sewage all over your property, and drinking water 

that looks and smells awful

- Vulnerability to virus spread and impacts given location in St. Louis Metro area, resident 

characteristics

- Intersection of flood/sewage emergency response and virus response



Taking Action

- Local
- Mitigate near-term flooding and sewage impacts through resident/ally/community action 

(emergency pumps, ditch cleanouts). Complications due to COVID.

- Support residents through additional focused initiatives within their and allies’ control (food 

pantry plus drinking water)

- Local-State
- Work with responsive electeds (Sen Duckworth) to improve deployment of existing resources 

via line of emergency response from residents to local government to IEMA etc. 

- Assess new resources arising from COVID response and how to access for local support 

purposes

- Raise profile of continuing need to address flooding and sewage conditions that will worsen in 

the rainy season, as virus impacts increase and peak



Taking Action (cont)

- State and State-Federal
- Raise profile of how emergency response to flooding and sewage events needs to adapt and 

respond in light of virus threats

- Include asks for near-term flooding and sewage response that will mitigate water impacts 

upfront and prepare responders and residents for inevitable remaining events with layered 

COVID threat

- Include asks for continued oversight and enforcement of existing stormwater and wastewater 

compliance obligations, along with assistance for utilities in coming into or maintaining 

compliance

- Federal
- Include range of asks related to near-term and long-term stormwater and wastewater 

measures, focused on infrastructure funding and operation, emergency response, housing 

assistance

- Look beyond traditional water advocacy areas to broader community-building programs 
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Water and Wastewater System 
Vulnerabilities and Solutions
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• Millions lack access

• Flooding is common 
and costly

• Lead service lines

• Disproportionate 
impacts:  race and 
economic status

• Water utility 
operations

Water and Wastewater System Vulnerabilities
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• Dedicated Delivery 
Team

• Home Assessments

• Home Upgrades

• Neighborhood 
Upgrades

• Community 
Investments

Solutions:  Chatham Rain Ready Pilot

Image Source:  CNT
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• Community Development 
Block Grants

• State Revolving Loan Funds

• US EPA WIIN grants

• State budget

• State capital spending

• SB 1532

Federal / State Stimulus

SOURCE



ElevateEnergy.org
info@ElevateEnergy.org
@ElevateEnergyNP
@Elevate_Energy
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Contact information

Anne McKibbin, Elevate Energy
Policy Director
Anne.McKibbin@elevateenergy.org
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Another approach - StormStore

• Credit trading enables 
private investment in 
stormwater systems 
to be located in 
communities that 
need them most

• Can also lower 
development costs 
and create value for 
previously marginal 
land
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