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Introduction

• National Climate Program Act – 1978

• Stan Changnon – Regional Climate 
Center Visionary

Necessity of a regional, place-based 
approach if climate services were ever to 
reach their true potential. (Redmond 2004)

• First RCC Demonstration Projects awarded by NOAA in 1982
• Illinois State Water Survey (IL)
• Cornell University (NY)

• Third center developed; focus on irrigation, climate impact on 
agriculture
• University of Nebraska-Lincoln

• First formally designated RCC – 1986
• Desert Research Institute (NV)

• Southern and Southeastern RCCs established – 1990
• Louisiana State University
• South Carolina Dept of Natural Resources

• 2007  U. North Carolina – Chapel Hill



Missions of RCCs

• Provide high-quality climate data, 
derived information, and data 
summaries for the region

• Monitor and assess regional climate 
conditions and their impacts

• Prepare specialized historical climate 
data sets

• Coordinate and conduct applied 
research on climate-related issues and 
problems

Bonus Missions:  Outreach and education



RCCs – What makes them different?

RCCs
• Work directly with climate 

data
• Observation data

• Accesses, organizes, stewards 
of historical climate data

• Develop decision-support 
tools

• Develop value-added climate 
tools and monitoring 
resources

• Any sector, stakeholder

Other CCs
• Identifying sector-specific 

climate impacts
• Establishing adaptation 

plans for impacts
• Social science analysis of 

incorporating plans, 
policies

• More agency-focused
• More future-planning
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Temperature and Precipitation
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10-year Moving Average: Mean Number of 
Days per Year Precipitation ≥ 2.0 inches, 

Chicago area 1871-2014



Climate Products and Services



Climate Products and Services

Application Products
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Mobile Products

MRCC Mobile Maps
http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/m/

MRCC WxAlmanac
iOS and Android apps




