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Key Projects

 Cook County Residential 

Resilience Program

 City of Chicago 

Residential Flood

Assistance Program

 RainReady Oak Park
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Virtual Home Flood Risk Assessment



My RainReady



FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer



Resilience Planning Tool



RainReady Riverdale Survey



 Parcel-specific data

 Guided 

questionnaire to 

determine type of 

flooding or flood risk 

(19 questions)

 Tips for answering 

questions and 

reducing flood risk



(example photos)



 Questions about 

property to assess 

risk factors:

• home age

• sewer system

• yard ponding

• slope of yard

• erosion

• etc.



 Questions about 

flood history:

• How many times?

• What type?

• Estimated 

damages?



My RainReady Report



 Risk indicators based 

on location and on 

questionnaire



 Nature-based 

solutions based on 

location and 

questionnaire

 Links to informational 

resources (next slide)

 Typical costs





 Behavior-based 

solutions based on 

location and 

questionnaire



 Traditional construction-

based solutions based 

on questionnaire



 Add nature-based solutions to your yard

 Avoid pouring fats, oils or grease into drains and catch basins

 Rake sewer grates to clear out any leaves and litter

 Clean your gutters and downspouts seasonally, and repair as needed

 Create a soil berm or concrete lip around the home

 Disconnect and extend your downspouts

 Maintain your foundation walls with tuckpointing, crack repair and/or 

waterproofing

 Install a sewer backup prevention system

 Install foundation drain with sump pump and sump pit

 Purchase a sewer backup rider for your home insurance policy

 […]

Recommendations for Your Home



 Northeast Sewer Separation/Flood Relief Project

Strategy: Reduce widespread flooding in the Northeast Riverdale neighborhood 

through concentrated and integrated green (e.g. stormwater) and gray (e.g. 

transportation) infrastructure investments.

 Riverdale Prairie Industrial Redevelopment

Strategy: Redevelop industrial sites in a way that 

reduces nearby flooding.

 Riverdale Marsh Nature Preserve

Strategy: Develop the Cal-Sag Trail other 

outdoor recreation amenities.

Recommendations for Your Community



For those who do not qualify for the RainReady program, 

My RainReady allows homeowners to virtually assess their parcel.

 Homeowner self-diagnosis to identify what type of flooding they are 

experiencing and recommend appropriate solutions.

 Educates and empowers homeowners to make the best decisions about 

appropriate interventions for their specific issues.

 Particularly useful for homeowners in the Calumet region.

http://my.rainready.org/
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