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Today’s Presentation 

• Polish Community Demographics 

• What transportation information exists in Polish 

• How Polish media covers transportation 

• Next steps 
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How the Chicago area gets to work 

Drive Alone 
69% 

Carpooling 
9% 

Transit 
12% 

Bicycle 1% 
Other 
9% 

Congestion costs the  

Chicago area $7.3 billion  

dollars annually.  
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How Poles in the Chicago  

area get to work 

Drive Alone 
76% 

Carpooling 
8% 

Transit 9% 

Walk or 
Bike 2.5% 

Other 5% 

Drive Alone 
56.5% 

Carpooling 
11% 

Transit 22% 

Walk or 
Bike 5.5% Other 5% 

Poles in the 6 County Region Poles in Chicago 
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The Polish Community in the  

Chicago area and Illinois 

• Second largest foreign language group- 

– In Illinois 

– In Metropolitan Chicago 

– In the City of Chicago 

• Illinois has the largest number of Polish 

speakers in the United States. 

• Four waves of immigration since 1800s 
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Chicago Poles often live in 

neighborhoods like this 
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CHICAGO AREA POLISH COMMUNITY 

DEMOGRAPHICS 
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Where do Poles Live in the 

Chicago Region 

42.3% 

14.2% 

.3% 

45.6% 

31.7% 

16.2% 
Kane 

McHenry 

Lake 

Cook 
(suburban) 

DuPage 

Will 

Chicago 

                2000      2010 

Chicago (city)        210,421    176,295 

Cook County (suburban)    320,224    312,057 

DuPage County             110,425    110,757 

Kane County                28,020       39,862 

Lake County             57,249      65,403 

McHenry County    32,974      43,429 

Will County               61,235      89,171 

2.6% 

Demographics  

2000-2010 



metroplanning.org            @metroplanners 

Polish 

Demographics 
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Polish 

Demographics 
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Harlem-Irving is the epicenter of  

the Polish community 

• Dunning in 2010 had a Polish population of 12,547, which was 29.9% of the total 

population. 

• 5,070 (34.8%) of Norridge residents were Polish in 2010.  
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Case Study:  Lockport, Illinois 

• Total population increased over 60% 

• Polish population doubled in 10 years 

• Almost 25% of residents of Polish heritage 

• Polish resources haven’t caught up with 

population 
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POLISH LANGUAGE TRANSPORTATION 

INFORMATION 

CTA, Pace, Ventra 
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CTA Transit Information 

CTA ‘s Night 

Owl Service 

brochure is in 

English, Polish, 

and Spanish 
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Pace Polish Transit Information 

Pace has two 

schedules 

In Polish: 

Route 250 

Dempster 

Route 270 

Milwaukee  
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Ventra Information in Polish 

Ventra information is also available in English, Polish, and Spanish 
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POLISH LANGUAGE MEDIA 

TRANSPORTATION STORIES 

Chicago’s Polish Language Media 
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Dziennik Zwiazkowy CTA article 

04/01/2014 

  
Pasażer zawsze bezpieczny? Na pewno nie w CTA 

Na stacji linii niebieskiej na O’Hare już nie ma śladu po wykolejeniu pociągu. Miejsce katastrofy, gdzie 

przednie wagony uderzyły w peron i wjechały na ruchome schody, zostało starannie posprzątane. Z 

incydentu pozostały już tylko przykre wspomnienia, nagrania wideo i sprawy sądowe. Z perspektywy 

czasu katastrofa mogłaby być potraktowana jako odosobniony przypadek i dziwaczny zbieg mało 

prawdopodobnych okoliczności, gdyby nie fakt, że chicagowski system komunikacji miejskiej CTA 

znajduje się niemal na ostatnim miejscu w kraju pod względem bezpieczeństwa. 

 

fot.Daniel Schwen/Erin Nekervis/Flickr/David Wilson/Wikipedia 
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Dziennik Zwiazkowy Divvy article 

04/27/2014  
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Lessons learned 

• Target market by demographic (age group & 

geography) 

• Print media effective for some groups 

• More research needed on effectiveness 

• Partner with community organizations 
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Sources 

Slide 4,5- U.S. Census Data 2008-2010 

Slide 6- www.usefoundation.org 2014 

Slide 9- 2010 Census Data From http://factfinder2.census.gov/, 2006-2010 American Community 

Survey Data from http://factfinder2.census.gov/, 2000 Data from Engaging Chicago’s Diverse 

Communities in the Chicago Climate Action Plan- Community #3: The Polish Community. Permission 

from The Polish Museum of America 

Slide 10,11,12- 2010 Census Data From http://factfinder2.census.gov/, 2006-2010 American 

Community Survey Data from http://factfinder2.census.gov/ 

Slide 14- http://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/brochures/13sw066_Owl_Brochure_WEB.pdf 

Slide 15- http://www.pacebus.com/pdf/Posted_Stops/M-0225_G_PSO_250_POLISH.pdf, 

http://www.pacebus.com/pdf/Posted_Stops/M-0225_PSO_270_POLISH.pdf 

Slide 16- https://www.ventrachicago.com/polish/ 

Slide 18- http://dziennikzwiazkowy.com/chicago/pasazer-zawsze-bezpieczny-na-pewno-nie-w-cta/ 

Slide 19- http://dziennikzwiazkowy.com/chicago/ponad-milion-rowerzystow-skorzystalo-z-programu-

divvy/ 
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Questions?  

Tim Grzesiakowski 

Metropolitan Planning Council 

(312) 863-6040 

tgrzesiakowski@metroplanning.org 

metroplanning.org 

Zygmunt Czykieta 

Metropolitan Planning Council 

zczykieta@gmail.com 


